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From the chairman 

The question is, should I get a better camera to make me a 
better photographer? Or has my skill evolved to the point 
where I need a better camera to fully realise my potential? If 
someone hands me an airplane do I automatically become a 
pilot? Or do I need to go to flight school first? 
We’ve all read many times that your camera doesn’t matter; that attention to composition 
and lighting are more important for making images than the technology. Certainly, some 
cameras make it easier to capture certain subjects and achieve a certain look, but by and 
large it’s just a tool. 
For professionals, their camera is essential. It has to perform reliably and deliver the 
functionality they expect of it. Perhaps that means evermore pixels for billboard prints; or 
robust autofocus, high frames per second and a deep buffer for sports. Ergonomic ease can 
mean the difference between a missed shot and a perfect moment. Excellent high ISO 
performance will allow shooting of events indoors or in the dark outside. 
But within the hobbyist community, very few of us require such tall demands of our gear. 
What we want of our gear may not be necessarily what we need of it. There are many of us 
who primarily take an interest in camera and lens technology and there are many of us who 
primarily take an interest in the photographic art (most of us take a healthy interest in 
both).  
 A great image captured with your phone is far better than a mediocre one captured with a 
Hasselblad. A great image made with 6MP will far outsell a poor image made with 36MP. A 
newer or more sophisticated camera might have made it easier and quicker to get the shot. 
Perhaps there wouldn’t be so much menu involvement for changing settings, or perhaps 
the metering and white balance abilities would be more accurate. But would we not have 
worked around the limitations of our cameras to create the image we wanted? 
 Better technology will always continue to make our lives easier. But ultimately, technology 
cannot substitute the creativity and imagination that is natural to all of us regardless of 
which camera we use. So, whatever camera you use, get out there and keeping shooting!
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About Boksburg Camera Club 
 

Here is a summary of what you can expect to see at our club meetings and hopefully it will explain 

some of the frequently asked questions that we get at the club.  Should you have any further 

queries please do not hesitate to speak to one of our committee members. 

Club meeting: 

We meet every month on the second Wednesday at Laerskool Baanbreker. On arrival at the club 

you will be asked to sign in at the front desk.  Please make sure we have your full name, surname, 

email address and contact details, so that we can keep in contact with you.  We start our meetings 

at 19h00 once all the members have arrived and signed in. 

Entering your photos in the E-Photography/cell phone Category:  

Members are required to submit their monthly digital images (e-photography) via PHOTOVAULT 

Online. http://www.photovaultonline.com/photovault/index.php 

Opening of the Meeting: 

Either the Chairman or the secretary will open the meeting and discuss the latest happenings and 

upcoming events. 

The judge will then be introduced and he/she will present a short lecture with examples of his/her 

own photos when applicable. After this judging of images will start. The points will be given as 

“Bronze, Silver, Gold or COM”.   The judge will also give you feedback on how your photos can be 

improved to obtain higher points in future, where necessary.  We will also break for “supper” – 

please feel free to join us after which judging will continue 

Definitions: 
STAR: This indicates the level that the club member is on.  (For example – you will start as a One 

Star worker). 

AWARD: Our judge for the evening will call out one of the following awards: “Bronze, Silver, Gold 

or COM – Certificate of Merit.  Each award has a specified point associated with the award. 

SALON: A salon is a photographic competition that members can enter.  This competition is 

sometimes held by other clubs, or is a national or international competition.  At these 

competitions, you can win medals etc. 

http://www.photovaultonline.com/photovault/index.php
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Our Club Levels or Star Ratings: 

When you join our club, you start with a One Star Rating.  After you have been awarded a certain 

amount of points you move up to the next level or rating.  You are required to have a certain 

amount of points and gold awards to move to the next star rating.  Our ratings are from One to 

Five Star Masters.  More details will be given to you on enrolment as you will receive a copy of the 

club rules. 

Awards: 
CERTIFICATE OF MERIT (COM): is the highest award  = 5 points 

GOLD AWARD:      = 3 points 

SILVER AWARD:      = 2 points 

BRONZE AWARD:       = 1 point 

Set Subject for the Month: 

There is a set subject competition that is held each month.  The subject is a different topic each 

month and each member can enter one entry as an e- photograph.  The judge will pick a winning 

photo from the 1 - 3-star workers and one winner from the 4 – 5-star workers.  The extra points 

will be added to your grading sheets. 

Photography Winners: 

Once all the photos have been displayed a winner will be selected by the judge for each star rating.  

We send the winning photos to the Boksburg Advertiser for publication if they have space before 

publication. The winning images will also be published in the club’s newsletter, Shutternews 

Certificates: 

Members are given Certificates for their GOLD, COM and winning photos which will be emailed to 

you. 

The Boksburg Camera Club committee members will be more than willing to help you should you 

have any further queries.  We are all like-minded people who have a love and passion for 

photography.  This is a wonderful forum to be able to meet new people and to share your talents 

with people that want to learn. 

Visit our website: 
www.boksburgcameraclub.co.za 

http://www.boksburgcameraclub.co.za/
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Percy Mitchell 

Chairman 

082 575 7401 

 

 

Errol Wagg 

Vice Chairman and 

Competitions 

Manager 

082 491 8710 

 

 

Denise Smith 

Secretary/admin 

076 731 1980 

 

 

Nico Grobbelaar 

E-photo coordinator 

082 448 4299  

 

 

Jacques Taljaard 

Treasurer 

083 654 4614 

 

 

Annemi Taljaard 

Editor 

079 499 5281 

 

 

Erich Schober 

Equipment 

manager 

083 447 8014 
 

 

Steve Koekemoer 

Workshops and 

outings 

082 572 3065 
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Events Calendar 
 

 

 

August 
Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat Sun 

 1 2 3 4 5 6 

7 8 9 10 11 12 13 

14 15 16 17 18 19 20 

21 22 23 24 25 26 27 

28 29 30 31    

 

September 
Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat Sun 

    1 2 3 

4 5 6 7 8 9 10 

11 12 13 14 15 16 17 

18 19 20 21 22 23 24 

25 26 27 28 29 30  

 

October 
Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat Sun 

      1 

2 3 4 5 6 7 8 

9 10 11 12 13 14 15 

16 17 18 19 20 21 22 

23 24 25 26 27 28 29 

30 31      

 

 

 

 

 

August 
5- Brandpunt PDI salon 

     Mari Kok 

7- Ditta Arnott 

9- Club evening 

12- Tafelberg International PDI Salon 

19- Vereeniging PDI salon 

28- Tracey Hopley 

 

 

 

September 

2- Beachcombers PDI Salon 

11- Jackie Cilliers 

13- Club evening 

16- 3rd Africa Photographic Awards 

18- Noma Matsiliza 

26- Frans Grotius 

29- Deon Mostert 

30- 7th West Rand PDI Salon 

 

 

October 

4- Jacques Taljaard 

6- Anneke Watt 

7- Westville PDI salon 

9- 2nd International Circuit Camera Obscura 

11- Club evening (AGM) 

16- PE Camera Club International PDI and  

     Prints salon 

21- Swartland PDI and prints Salon 

28- Annemi Taljaard 
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Set subjects for 2017 

January- Macro/close up 

February- Street photography 

March- Water 

April- Food 

May- Wildlife/Zoo acceptable 

June- Monochrome   

July- Colour (Red) 

August- Silhouettes 

September- Scapes 

October- Portraiture (emotions) 

November- Trophy evening 
January2018- Shapes/Abstract 
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Set subject inspirations for September: 

Scapes 
1. A genre intended to show different spaces within the world, sometimes vast and 

unending, but other times microscopic. 

2. A landscape comprises the visible features of an area, including physical elements such as 

landforms, water, living elements of flora and fauna, abstract elements like lightning and 

weather conditions. 

3. Scapes may be natural or man-made. Derived terms include: 

 • City scape 

 • Sea scape 

• Night scape 

• Snow scape 

• Street scape 

• Urban scape 

• Sand scape etc. 

4. The Manipulation of scape images is not allowed. 
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Feedback on workshops/outings 
29 July: City scapes outing 
 
On 29 July, the members of Boksburg Camera Club got together on the rooftop of Sandton 
City’s parking and tried their luck with some city scapes. Everyone had lots of fun, but our 
members also managed to get some amazing shots.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Mavis de Rouwe 

Ursula Herbst 

Hannes Bronkhorst 
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Photography tip cards 

All tip cards are adapted from the Digital Camera tip cards 

 

Underwater sports 

For your first shot try 

Exposure mode Manual 

Aperture f/4 

Shutter speed 1/125 sec 

ISO 100-800 

TO IMPROVE YOUR SHOT... 

• Use a wide lens and get underneath your 

subjects as they swim overhead. 

• Keep your body on the bottom of the pool 

by holding a weight. 

• Use an eternal flashgun to illuminate your 

subject. You can buy a separate housing 

unit for this. 

TOP TIP: A safe and watertight underwater casing 

is a must. Test the empty casing first before you 

submerge your camera!   

Freezing dancers 

For your first shot try 

Exposure mode Manual 

Focus mode Manual 

Shutter speed 1/200 sec 

ISO 200 

TO IMPROVE YOUR SHOT... 

• It’s also best to choose a dark location, and 

use a dark background to make the dancer 

stand out. 

• Set up your flash off-camera, and use a 

wireless trigger to fire the flash. 

• Adjust the exposure by adjusting the 

aperture or the flash power. 

TOP TIP: For more even lighting on the dancer, try 

using two flashes and positioning them around 45 

degrees either side of the subject. 

Multiple exposures 

For your first shot try 

Drive mode Continuous  

Shutter speed 1/800 sec 

Focus mode Tracking 

ISO 400-800 

TO IMPROVE YOUR SHOT... 

• Mount your camera on a tripod and take a 

photo of the background setting with no 

model present. 

• Ask your model to run across the scene 

while you fire the shutter. 

• Stitch all your images together in 

Photoshop using layer masks. 

TOP TIP: Some camera models enable you to shoot 

multiple exposures in camera, meaning you don’t 

need to do any editing.   

Freezing fast subjects 

For your first shot try 

Exposure mode Shutter priority 

Focus mode Continuous/servo 

Shutter speed 1/1000 sec or faster 

Drive mode Continuous 

TO IMPROVE YOUR SHOT... 

• Select the centre focus point, then keep it 

over the subject for as long as possible to 

give the focusing system a good chance to 

track the subject. 

• Shoot in bursts of three or four, rather than 

holding the shutter and taking as many 

shots as the camera can. 

TOP TIP: If your camera has an AF-on button on the 

back, use this rather than the shutter button to 

activate the autofocus. 
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Winners 

August- Cell phone winners 
 
 

 

 
 
 

 

1-3 Star 

Steve Koekemoer 

Cup of love 

4-5 Star 

Errol Wagg 

Misty morning 
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Beginner Photography Tip: 

Understanding Autofocus Points  

Part of becoming an improved photographer 

is learning the ins and outs of your camera. 

Though it can seem overwhelming when 

you're a beginner - having an array of 

buttons, dials, and menus to familiarize 

yourself with - at the end of the day, 

understanding how all those features work 

will only empower you to take better photos. 

 

One of the most helpful yet most underutilized camera features is autofocus points. 

In this quick guide, we offer an overview of what autofocus points are and how to use 

them. 

Autofocus Points and Automatic AF Selection 

Autofocus or AF points are what's used to 

determine the location of focus in an image. 

Typically, the more expensive the camera, 

the more autofocus points it will have. 

For example, an entry-level camera like the 

Nikon D3300 has 11 autofocus points. By 

contrast, the professional-grade Sony A9 

has 693 autofocus points. 

When looking through your camera's 

viewfinder (or, on some cameras, even when looking at the Live View screen), you'll see an 

array of points as shown above. 

When you press the shutter button down halfway, one or more AF points will light up, 

typically in red, and indicate to you which points the camera is using to focus the shot. 
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When using automatic AF, the camera 

obviously chooses which points it deems 

to be the most appropriate. This works 

well in many situations, particularly if 

there isn't any movement in the shot and 

there's nothing between your lens and the 

subject that would disturb the focus. 

 

For example, automatic AF selection is perfectly fine for taking a portrait like the one 

above. 

By pressing the shutter button halfway, the camera would acquire a focal point on the 

subject's face, resulting in a portrait that's nice and sharp. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

However, if you introduce movement into the shot, like tracking an animal as it runs, or 

you're shooting through something, like plants or tree branches in the foreground, 

automatic AF selection often does not work. 

This is because the camera can easily get confused and select the wrong focus point. 

For example, in the image above, note the branches in the foreground. In automatic AF 

selection, the camera might select the AF point that's on the foreground branches because 

they are nearest the camera. That would result in the tree branch being in focus and the 

model being out of focus. 

In this scenario, using manual AF selection is the way to go. We'll discuss that in the next 

section. 
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Manual AF Selection 

As the name indicates, when you use 

manual AF selection you determine which 

focus point the camera uses to focus the 

image. Needless to say, in some situations, 

this can lead to a much more precisely 

focused shot. 

The method for determining which AF 

point is used for focusing varies from one 

camera to the next. 

For example, on some cameras, you have to navigate through a menu system to select the 

desired AF point. On others, you can use hot buttons on the back of the camera body for a 

more direct method of accessing the AF points. 

Some cameras with touchscreen capabilities even allow you to select the AF point by simply 

touching it on the LCD. 

If you aren't familiar with how to manually select the AF point, refer to your camera's 

owner's manual for instruction. 

Also check out the video above by Mark Wallace in which he explains autofocus points and 

demonstrates the value of choosing which AF point is active. 

Though Mark uses a Canon camera for his demonstration, you can still see how choosing 

the AF point yourself can have a dramatic impact on the image. 

Another factor that influences whether your images are sharply in focus is the focus mode 

you use - single shot, continuous, manual focus, and so on. 

When the Number of AF Points Matters 
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As I noted earlier, entry-level cameras tend to have fewer AF points than top-of-the-line 

models. 

As I also noted earlier, if you're photographing stationary objects and there isn't anything 

between your lens and the subject, your camera will do a good job of focusing. That means 

that in those situations, the number of AF points isn't as important. 

However, there are times when having a wide array of AF points is advantageous. 

When shooting actions shots - your kids 

playing sports, your dog running in the 

backyard, and the like - the more AF points 

you have to work with, the more likely your 

subject will be in focus. 

This is true whether you use automatic AF 

selection or if you choose to manually 

select AF points. 

That's because with a higher number of AF points, there are many more choices and a 

greater chance that the subject will be near an AF point for either your camera or you to 

select. 

So, if you typically shoot portraits or landscapes, the number of AF points won't be as 

impactful to your work as it will if you prefer to shoot action shots. 

If you're looking for a new camera, just bear that in mind as you make your choice! 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
(https://www.photographytalk.com/beginner-photography-tips/7757-beginner-
photography-tip-understanding-autofocus-points )

https://www.photographytalk.com/beginner-photography-tips/7757-beginner-photography-tip-understanding-autofocus-points
https://www.photographytalk.com/beginner-photography-tips/7757-beginner-photography-tip-understanding-autofocus-points
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Winners 
PSSA results 
2017.07.01- Heigel PDI Salon 

  Scapes (All) - Colour Acceptance Panorama with tree Kenny Laetitia 

  Scapes (All) - Colour Acceptance Storm clouds Kenny Laetitia 

 Nature - Colour Acceptance Bee-eater1673 Kenny Laetitia 

 Nature - Colour Acceptance Squirrel Morshead Suzanne 

 Portraits (Human) - 
Monochrome 

Certificate of 
Merit 

Model with 
mannekin Kenny Laetitia 

 Portraits (Human) - 
Monochrome Acceptance Sheraad 1 Kenny Laetitia 

 Portraits (Human) - 
Monochrome Acceptance Steph in mono Kenny Laetitia 

 Portraits (Human) - 
Monochrome Acceptance Safe   Morshead Suzanne 

 Open - Colour 
Certificate of 
Merit waterside Kenny Laetitia 

 Open - Colour Acceptance Human still life Kenny Laetitia 

 Open - Colour Acceptance Dancers Kenny Laetitia 

 Open - Colour Acceptance Portrait of Mafia du Plessis Jackie 

 Open - Monochrome Acceptance 
Mom and her 
young Mellet Kerry 

2017.07.15- 7th AFO PDI Salon 
Open - Colour only Acceptance all in a day’s work Morshead Suzanne 

 Open - Colour only Acceptance The Jump 
Preston-
Whyte Mark 

 Open - Monochrome 
only 

Certificate of 
Merit lost in thought Morshead Suzanne 

 Open - Monochrome 
only 

Certificate of 
Merit Safe   Morshead Suzanne 

 Open - Monochrome 
only Acceptance Misty Dam 

Preston-
Whyte Mark 

 Open - Monochrome 
only Acceptance Tight Formation 

Preston-
Whyte Mark 

 Open - Monochrome 
only Acceptance Take Off 

Preston-
Whyte Mark 

 Open - Monochrome 
only Acceptance 

Landing Forked tailed 
Drongo 

Preston-
Whyte Mark 

 Sport action - Colour 
only Acceptance Burning Rubber Clayton Barry 
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2017.08.05 Brandpunt PDI Salon 

Wildlife - Big Five plus 
Hippo Acceptance Buffalo at Girivana Botha Johan 

Scapes Acceptance Dune 45 Botha Marie 

Scapes Acceptance Panorama with tree Kenny Laetitia 

Open Colour Acceptance Pune Hawthorn Edwin 

Open Colour Acceptance Adam in Eden Kenny Laetitia 

Open Colour Acceptance Model with mannekin Kenny Laetitia 

Open Colour Acceptance Fowl Play MacIntyre David 

Open Monochrome Acceptance solitude Kenny Laetitia 

Open Monochrome Acceptance Sheraad 827 Kenny Laetitia 

Open Monochrome Acceptance 
Sheraad with horns in 
mono Kenny Laetitia 

 

2017.08.12 Tafelberg International PDI Salon 

Results not yet available 

  

Congratulations 

Laetitia and 

Suzanne with your 

COM’s 
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Winners 
August e-photography results 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2 Star 

Sarah Penrose 

Deadliest sin of all 

Gluttony 

 

1 Star 

Mari Kok 

Snow White 

3 Star 

Anna Ireland 

Anybody Home 
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5 Star 

Kierie Viljoen  

Watching his back 

 

4 Star 

Marie Botha 

This must be the catch 

of the day 

1-3 Star Set Subject 

Winner 

Frans Grotius 

Early Morning Silhouette 
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1-3 Star Set Subject 

Runner up 

Sarah Penrose 

Meditation 

4-5 Star Set Subject 

Winner 

Percy Mitchell 

Baboon in the dust 

 

4-5 Star Set Subject 

Runner up 

Suzanne Morshead 

Old Park station  
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Making Photos That Look Like They 
Were Shot at Night 
 Cameron Knight  
Creating a photo that looks like it was shot at night can be difficult. In this tutorial, we’re 
going to take a look at creating some images that appear as they were made at night, but 
were actually shot outside during the day. The principles you learn here can be applied in 
the studio or even when shooting outside at night to make a more convincing, but still well 
lit, image. 
"Shooting Day for Night" in the Movies 

There’s a technique that appears again and again in the films of the mid-20th century. It’s 
called "shooting day for night." When a movie required a night time scene, the crew faced 
some challenges. Films of the day were not very fast, and early on lenses didn’t have wide 
apertures either. That meant night shooting was out of the question. 

To fake the effect, the filmmakers would shoot during the day, but would shoot on 
tungsten-balanced film. This film had a built-in "white balance" that was adjusted for indoor 
tungsten lighting, which is orange. When they used it outside during the day, it produced a 
cool blue colour to the images. They would also underexpose the scene. 

We’re going to employ some of these old school techniques today during our photo shoot. 
We’ll be shooting outside during the day, but we’ll also be employing artificial light. 

Shooting in the Park 

I was meeting my model in a park for my shoot, so that meant I wouldn’t have easy access 
to power monolights. So, I packed my Vivitar 285 flash and a light stand. You don’t actually 
need light modifiers for this shoot. 

My model for the day was C.A. MacConnell, a local writer and former yoga instructor. I 
thought some yoga poses might be fun to photograph, and I could do some images that she 
might use for her author portrait. 

Checking the weather leading up to the day, it was supposed to be cloudy. This would have 
helped out a lot. However, there wasn’t a cloud in the sky all day. Someone really needs to 
talk to these meteorologists! 
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Overcoming Bright Sunlight 

The challenge immediately became overcoming the intense sunlight. The was in the early 
afternoon, so actually shooting out in the open was out of the question. If I had a neutral 
density filter to drop the light down four or five stops it might have been possible. I opted 
to shoot in the shade. 

I chose two locations. One was under a shelter with interesting rock walls. The other was 
under a stand of trees. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

An initial test shot to determine the exposure of the background. 

In order to overcome bright sunlight, I dropped my ISO to 100. That’s the lowest setting my 
camera has. I set my shutter speed to 1/125 of a second. I was then able to underexpose 
the scene by using my aperture. I initially set my aperture to f/22, but ended up fine tuning 
it f/16. My flash was at full power to overcome the ambient light. I did, however, allow 
some ambient light to come in and illuminate the background. 

Use Direct Strobe 

I chose to use direct, unmodified flash for three reasons. I wanted harsh or hard light to 
match the moon. I needed powerful light to compete with the sun, and I wanted as much 
fall off as possible from my flash. 

Hard Light 

First, and this may sound a bit silly, but the moon is a very small light source. The moon is 
also a much lower intensity than the sun and therefore doesn’t reflect around the 
environment nearly as much. The sun is a pretty small, hard source of light, the moon even 
more so. Other night time light sources are hard as well, like street lights. This is also why I 
chose to use a single light source instead of multiple flashes. 



23 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This was a test shot with my single strobe. Remember, light doesn't always need to be soft. 

Powerful Light 

Secondly, I wanted to get the most power I could out of my flash. This is pretty simple. Any 
modifiers would have sucked power from my small flash. 

Fall Off 

Lastly, I wanted to have as much fall off as possible. Fall off occurs because the intensity of 
the light lessens has the distance from the light source increases. This occurs more rapidly 
when the light source is close to your subject. Light modifiers like umbrellas effectively 
lengthen the distance from your flash to the subject. 

When we look around at night, we are essentially looking at a scene with clipped shadows. 
It could be said that we are seeing in “high contrast.” Smooth gradients and even difference 
in colour disappear, but increasing the fall off and using harsh light, we are replicating what 
our eyes see at night. 

Create a Small Pool Light 
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You can distinctly see the small pool of light in this image. You can adjust the size of the 
pool by zooming your flash. 

You can distinctly see the small pool of light in this image. You can adjust the size of the 
pool by zooming your flash. 

The next tactic for pulling off a scene that looks like it was shot at night is create a small 
pool of light for your subject, and then let the rest of the scene fall off into shadows. This 
doesn’t actually happen in real life when you’re viewing a scene at night, so this is more 
about providing visual clues that it’s dark. 

We expect the subject and background of an image to have a relatively equal exposure. 
When we see the background is dark, almost completely black, we are tricked into thinking 
it’s night time. 

Using Your White Balance to Cool Down Your Image 

The final trick of the trade comes straight from that old moviemaking technique. The last 
think that you can do to change day to night is to change your white balance. You can do 
this in post-production, but I find it helpful to change the white balance on my camera 
while shooting. It helps me visualize the scene better. 

 

This one features a cool yoga pose. I think this is the most intimidating and dark yoga photo 
I've ever seen. 

I changed my white balance to 3300K. Old tungsten-balanced film would be balanced closer 
to 2800K, but I find that it’s a bit too blue for this technique. 
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The Final Result 

I didn’t spend too much time on composition and style in this tutorial, but I really like the 
way this image turned out in those respects as well. 

 

Here's the shot I liked best. I like the door in the background that seems to suggest hidden 
possibilities. 

The images under the shade of the tree were interesting, but the sky looks pretty strange to 
me. The image would definitely look more convincing if it were cloud out. 
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Here's the best image from under the tree. The sky just seems off, but I like the rest of the 
shot. 

Create Your Own Moonlight Photos 

Now it’s time for you to make your images that appear to be shot by moonlight. If you’re 
not interested in battling the sun, the same techniques apply to other locations as well. 

Try it out in the studio. Obviously, there’s no sun to compete with, which makes it easier. 
Just remember to isolate your subject in a pool of light, and let the background go dark. The 
white balance trick will work the same way. Try using a hard-light source to complete the 
illusion. 

You can also try it to enhance the images you actually make at night. Add a small pool of 
light to really highlight your subject. In this case, you could try using an appropriate white 
balance for the situation, and then add a blue gel to your flash. Finally, don't forget that 
these principles were perfected in filmmaking, so they work for video, too. The results will 
look great! 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://photography.tutsplus.com/tutorials/making-photos-that-look-like-they-were-shot-at-night--photo-18294 

https://photography.tutsplus.com/tutorials/making-photos-that-look-like-they-were-shot-at-night--photo-18294
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Pygmy Photography 

PHOTOGRAPHY TIPS FOR KIDS 
Birute Efe  
I say it’s never too early to teach kids about photography. My daughter was interested into cameras since she was 2 

years old. Now as she is turning 6 I feel like she is ready for some more serious Photography Tips for Kids. She 

actually has some of her photography tips for kids on the video posted below. 

 

HERE ARE 11 PHOTOGRAPHY TIPS THAT WILL HELP YOU TEACH YOUR CHILD TO LOVE TAKING PICTURES AND MAYBE 

EVEN BE GOOD AT IT. 

 

I believe it’s a great hobby for children to have. 

 

1. Inspire them. Don’t worry, you don’t have to be a good photographer to do that. Simple trick to that is visiting 

local photography show or going to the library and checking out some photo books. You can also find some great 

photo galleries online. 

 

2. Teach them to see. Our lives are busy and sometimes it’s hard for kids to notice those beautiful clouds in the sky 

or a funny shaped rock on the ground. So, before you give your child a camera, make a habit of just pointing out stuff 

to your kids. My husband is good at it. During walks or hikes he is always showing things to kids: a bug crossing the 

road, a flower hiding in the bushes or weirdly shaped tree. Those walks take FOREVER, but they are for exploring and 

noticing beautiful nature around us, aren’t they? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

3. Get the camera. The camera you will get will depend on the child’s age, interest and of course the size of your 

wallet. Sofia is 5, we started with an old iPhone (that I am not using anymore). However, her interest has risen and 

we feel like we are ready for an upgrade. So far, I like this camera the best. {affiliate link} 

 

4. Teach them to hold the camera steady. It’s not an easy task for a grown up, so it is definitely a challenge for a little 

kid. Advice them to lean against something when they are taking pictures. A tree, a wall, a chair or maybe someone’s 

shoulder. If there is nothing to lean against, best thing they should do is spread their feet as wide as their shoulders 

are to make sure they are standing still. 
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5. Let them take as many pictures as they want. It’s all digital now. So what if they take 345 pictures of a pink ribbon. 

But   remind the kids to keep watching pictures on camera or phone screen as they photograph to see mistakes they 

are doing and find ways how to improve next picture. 

 

6. Remind your child that he can take pictures from different angles. The same object could be photographed while 

sitting down, laying on the floor, standing on the chair and so on. Also, show them how to zoom in, but make sure to 

explain that only some pictures are great when they are zoomed in.   (we learned this the hard way, after my 

daughter photographed everything zoomed). 

 

7. Play a photography   game. This one is our favourite. Let your child go around the room and photograph objects 

zoomed in. Then show the rest of the family if they know what they took. It’s a great zooming practice as well as fun 

game. 

 

8. Talk about the background of the picture also being very important. If 

there is something that doesn’t match the picture or the subject/object 

they are photographing, it should be removed. And again, we learned the 

hard way. A baby brother with ‘corn’ ears sticking out of his head picture 

is hilarious for our crazy family, but grandma was not so happy about it.  

 

9. Try to stay away from telling your child what to photograph. They 

should find their focus of interest themselves. If they do need a little 

‘push’ you can start them off by asking to take picture that would have 

yellow, green and blue colours in them or “something round”. Nothing 

too specific. 

 

10. Keep the criticism as positive as possible. Pointing out some obvious 

photography mistakes (e.g. half of the finger on the lens) is OK, but try to 

find the good things about each photograph too.   Avoid ‘good picture’ 

comments.   Instead, find a detail you liked and mention it: ‘I like the 

angle you chose to take this picture….’ 

 

11. Let them edit the photos. My daughter loves this part. We use easy 

programs such as Picmonkey or Canva. 

 

http://kidsactivitiesblog.com/61699/11-photography-projects-kids-can 
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Photo and Film expo 

26-29 Oct. 

Coca-Cola Dome 

Tickets at door or 

Webticket 
 

 

To Let: 
External office at GETPIX 

Creative College facing Main 

road. App. 60m2  

Cost: R6200 

 

Contact: Paula- 082 720 0585 

PSSA National Congress- The Streets of Jozi 

Emirates Airline Park 

24-29 September 

http://www.pssa.co.za/congress/2017-the-streets-

of-jozi-national-congress  

Important Notice!! 
Boksburg Camera Club is 

hosting a PDI salon. 
Categories: 

A: Nature (excl. Birds and scapes), Colour 

B: Nature (Birds only), Colour 

C: Scapes, Colour 

D: Pictorial Open, Colour 

E: Sport, Colour 

F: Pictorial Open, monochrome 

Closing date: 11 November 2017 
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Members list 
Alan Driver Jackie duPlessis Rowland Hopley 

Alan Rankin Jacques Taljaard Ruzaan Blignaut 

Alex Pawley James Buys Sandra McCallum 

Alta Neto Jasper van Eden Sarah-Blair Penrose 

Andre Koekemoer Johan Botha Sharon Naude 

Andrew Metcalf Josua Joubert Silvi-Mari Herman 

Anna Ireland Kerry Mellet Sivu Matsiliza 

Anneke Watt Kierie Viljoen Sonja Nel 

Annemi Taljaard Kim Cass Staci-Leigh De Rouwe 

Armand Wessels Lelo Ngomana Stephanus De Coning 

Barry Clayton Laetitia Kenny Steve Koekemoer 

Carol Weedon Lynn Perry Suzanne Morshead 

Channette Coetzee Magda Van Vreden Theo van der Merwe 

Charmaine Zietsman Margaret Single Thomas Bingle 

Chris van den Berg Marie Botha Tony Stacey 

Christine Janse van Rensburg Mari Kok Tracey Haw 

David Macintyre Marina Cockcraft Tracy Hopley 

Debbie Russell Mark Preston White Ulandi Wagg 

Denise Smith Mavis De Rouwe Ursula Herbst 

Deon Mostert Mel Walsh Vivienne Murray 

Ditta Arnott Mike Mills Wallace Hayward 

Divan Delport Nico Grobbelaar Willie Pieterse 

Eddie Mtsweni Noma Matsiliza Yolanda Taljaard 

Edwin Hawthorn Paddy Abrams  Zarika Botha 

Elmarie Swanepoel  Pam Eley  

Erich Schober Paula Rutherford  

Errol Wagg Percy Mitchell  

Esme Bruwer Petra De Wet  

Ettienne van Niekerk Pieter Kruger  

Frans Grotius Reginald Owen Single  

Gail Zaaiman Renee de Klerk  

Hannes Bronkhorst Roger Pike  

HP Van Zyl Ronald Reeves   

Jackie Cilliers Ronel Myburgh  
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BCC Service desk 
Many of our members are not only excellent photographers; they also 

have other great qualities. Please support a familiar face and refer to 

our extra service desk. If you would like to add your details to the 

service desk please email it to the editor: annemi.bestbier@gmail.com 

Member Service Contact details 

Annemi Taljaard Dietetics annemi.diet@gmail.com 

079 499 5281 

Charmaine 

Zietsman 

Char’s Designs 

(For floral 

requirements to 

home, office, hotels, 

functions and 

weddings) 

priorityins@yebo.co.za 

082 458 2266 

Charmaine 

Zietsman 

Priority Insurance 

Services 

(Short-term 

insurance 

requirements) 

priorityins@yebo.co.za 

082 458 2266 

Debbie Russell Debra Russell’s Art 

studio 

(Art lessons for all 

levels) 

Web: 

www.debrarussellart.com 

Contact: 

082 937 8468 

info@debrarussellart.com 

Denise Smith Lawnmower Mecca 

and Locksmiths 

011 917 7679 

Divan Delport Optometrist 

(Specsavers Rynfield) 

rynfieldsquare@specstores.co.za 

010 600 0279 

Jackie Cilliers Gymnastics and 

Tumbling club 

(For gymnastics and 

tumbling classes for 

boys and girls from 

18 months) 

 

Web: 

http://boksburggymtumblingclub.shutterflu.com/ 

Contact: 

011 917 1054/ 082 463 1710 

jackiec@iburst.co.za 
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Magda van Vreden Artist Facebook 

Contact: 

083 448 3965/ 011 896 1246 

Magda van Vreden SCIO-therapy magdascio@gmail.com 

083 448 3965/ 011 896 1246 

Paula Rutherford Getpix Creative 

College for 

photographic tuition 

Web: 

www.getpix.co.za 

Contact: 

info@getpix.co.za 

011 425-1768 

Percy Mitchell Out of Africa 

Photography 

Web:  

www.ooaphotography.co.za 

Contact: 

 info@ooaphotography.co.za 
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What is PSSA? 

The Photographic Society of South Africa (PSSA) is the officially recognised body presenting photographers 

in South Africa. The aim of the society is the promotion of photography in all aspects through individual 

membership, affiliated clubs and other photographic groups. 

 

Vision 

As the internationally recognised Society, the PSSA actively embraces the future in its services to all 

photographers. 

 

Mission 

• To bring together those interested in photography. 

• To promote the highest possible standards. 

•  To embrace the future of photography while continually supporting the present. 

 

Benefits of joining PSSA 

• Become part of the world-wide photographic community. 

• Nationally and internationally recognised Honours and Awards. 

• Diamond ratings for achievements at National and International salons. 

• Receive a quarterly glossy A4 magazine, “IMAGE”. 

• Access the online newsletter and members’ section of the website. 

• Publish articles and images in “IMAGE” and on the website. 

• Evaluation of members’ photographs on the website 

• Learn new skills through workshops, tutorials and training DVD’s. 

• Attend workshops to obtain accreditation as a judge of photography within the Society. 

• Discounted entry fees to photographic salons recognised by PSSA. 

• Awards for service and excellence in photography. 

• Discounts given to PSSA members attending national and regional congresses. 

 

Join today! 

Membership of PSSA is open to all photographers 

For application forms and other information, access the website: www.pssa.co.za.  

http://www.pssa.co.za/

