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From the chairman 
 

Wow, so much has 
happened since our 
last club evening. The 
Covid19 virus 
pandemic has now hit 
our shores and forced 
our country into a 
national lockdown, 
forbidding any public 

gatherings. This means that unfortunately 
we have to cancel our April club meeting 
and outing. I sincerely hope this troubled 
period does not have any negative effect on 
you or your loved ones. 
 
So, what to do photographically during this 
lockdown period. There are many things that 
one can photograph during this time in the 
safety and comfort of your own home:  
 
Garden Bird Photography: 
Bird photography at home can be as simple 
as sitting in a lounge chair and firing away 
until you get your shot. But really, you will 
get as much out of your photography as you 
put into it. So careful planning is going to go 
a long way in getting those beautiful shots, 
even if it is in your own garden. Here are the 
basics of getting into garden bird 
photography. 
 
 
 

1. Attract the Birds. You need to understand 
what type of food the birds like and where 
they like to hang out together 
2. Establish Your Location. This can be as 
simple as shooting from a window in your 
home, or it could mean building a hide 
somewhere in your garden near all the best 
perches and food 
3. Create the Setting. Ensure that there are 
places high enough for the bird perch and 
survey its surroundings for danger. Add an 
intermediate perch before the food source 
and have the food source at a reasonable 
height in order to shoot your images. Light is 
important. Be very aware of your 
backgrounds, as these will make or break 
your final image. Getting the setup right is a 
large part of the final image 
4. Set Up Your EquipmentΦ ¢ƘŜ ƭŜƴǎŜǎ ǿƻƴΩǘ 
necessarily need to have huge focal lengths. 
Whatever your equipment, a tripod is 
essential and, if possible, a cable release or 
your shutter set to timed release of two to 
ten seconds in order to minimize camera 
shake. Another vital action to ensure success 
is to pre-focus your camera, using the 
manual focus setting, on a well-used perch 
or branch, on the bird feeder, or on the 
feeding platform you have set up. This 
increases the chance of getting your shot. 
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5. Keep ShootingΦ 5ƻƴΩǘ ǿŀƛǘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ǇŜǊŦŜŎǘ 
shot. Just shoot as much as you can. The key 
at this stage is to get as many good shots as 
possible. You can always crop the image 
later, because you want good clear photos 
of the birds 

 
Macro Photography 
Break away from the usual flowers, leaves, 
plants, mushrooms, bugs, butterflies, and 
spiders All of those can make great close up 
subjects, but certainly not unique ones. Here 
are a few macro photography project ideas 
that you can do during the lockdown at 
home. 
 
1.Cutlery. Knives, forks, and spoons can 
make great macro subjects. Arrange like 
pieces together to create lines and patterns. 
2. Feathers. Feathers are beautiful close up. 
The central shaft creates a strong line which 
may be curved or straight, while the rest of 
the feather provides a soft texture. Use bird 
feathers that you find or pluck one out of 
your down pillow or duvet! 
3.Water droplets. This one is a classic, but 
be creative, and find your water on unusual 
surfaces like a wire fence, a cobweb, or a 
rear-view mirror. Early morning dew makes 
almost any subject magical.  
4. Glass. Close up photos of fine crystal 
glassware 4. can yield wonderful abstracts 
filled with curved lines and reflections. For 
added fun, place glasses side by side, or one 
behind the other to create lines where they 
overlap. You can fill the glasses with 
coloured water for even more creative 
images. Finally, you can add a sheet of clear, 
but textured glass (available for purchase at 
stained glass craft stores) in front of your 
glassware. The possibilities are endless. 
 

 
5. Foil reflections. While you have your 
glasses full of coloured water, why not pull 
out a sheet of kitchen foil or some shiny 
silver craft paper? Use your macro lens to 
shoot down into the foil and capture the 
reflections of the coloured water in its folds 
and creases. This exercise is a tricky one and 
requires patience, but the results can be 
very rewarding. 
6. Fruit and vegetablesΦ ¢ƘŜȅΩǊŜ ƴƻǘ Ƨǳǎǘ 
good for your diet! Fruit and vegetables 
make great macro photography subjects. Try 
kernels of corn on the cob, citrus slices, or 
go for more exotic fare like dragon fruit. You 
can place translucent slices on a lightbox for 
a clean, bright white background. 
7. Rust and peeling paint. Peeling paint 
graces old fences and walls. Most people 
pass by such items without a second glance. 
Break out your macro lens, and reveal the 
hidden beauty 
8. Car details. The sleek lines of shiny 
chrome and trim on a polished car can 
provide hours of photographic 
entertainment. You can photograph your 
own car. 
9. Animal bits. The texture of fur on your 
dog or cat. Paws, claws and teeth are fun, 
too, Eyes always make compelling subjects. 
Shoot close ups of the eyes of your dog or 
cat (or a person!). 
10. Tissues. For some high key abstracts, and 
a really unusual subject, try photographing a 
tissue. With a little imagination, the lines 
and shadows formed by the soft folds can 
create some intriguing images. 

 
For a bonus, take a fresh look at ordinary 
objects around your home such as light 
bulbs, shoelaces, book pages, clothes pegs, 
straws, holiday ornaments, or pencils.  
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Try to find interesting patterns, lines, 
shapes, and colours, and create a little close 
up magic. 
 
Tabletop photography. 5ƻ ŀ ŎƭŀǎǎƛŎ άǎǘƛƭƭ 
ƭƛŦŜέΣ /ŀƴŘƭŜǎ ƻǊ CƻƻŘ ǇƘƻǘƻƎǊŀǇƘȅΦ 
 
Portraits: do portraits of your pets, spouse, 
children ς whoever is under lock down with 
you. 
 
This is an ideal opportunity to practice and 
experiment with all of the above. 
 
I wish you all the best during the lock down. 
Remember that we are all only a phone call 
away for assistance and advice, and as usual, 
keep those shutters clicking! 
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About Boksburg Camera Club 

Here is a summary of what you can expect to 

see at our club meetings and hopefully it will 

explain some of the frequently asked 

questions that we get at the club.  Should 

you have any further queries please do not 

hesitate to speak to one of our committee 

members. 

Opening of the Meeting: 

Either the Chairman or the secretary will 

open the meeting and discuss the latest 

happenings and upcoming events. 

The judge will then be introduced, and 

he/she will present a short lecture with 

examples of his/her own photos when 

applicable. After this judging of images will 

ǎǘŀǊǘΦ ¢ƘŜ Ǉƻƛƴǘǎ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ƎƛǾŜƴ ŀǎ ά.ǊƻƴȊŜΣ 

{ƛƭǾŜǊΣ DƻƭŘ ƻǊ /haέΦ   ¢ƘŜ ƧǳŘƎŜ ǿƛƭƭ ŀƭǎƻ 

give you feedback on how your photos can 

be improved to obtain higher points in 

future, where necessary.  We will also break 

ŦƻǊ άǎǳǇǇŜǊέ ς please feel free to join us 

after which judging will continue. 

 

Definitions: 

STAR: This indicates the level that the club 

member is on.  (For example ς you will start 

as a One Star worker). 

 

AWARD: Our judge for the evening will call  

ƻǳǘ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŦƻƭƭƻǿƛƴƎ ŀǿŀǊŘǎΥ ά.ǊƻƴȊŜΣ 

Silver, Gold or COM ς Certificate of Merit.  

Each award has a specified point associated 

with the award. 

 

SALON: A salon is a photographic 

competition that members can enter.  This 

competition is sometimes held by other 

clubs or is a national or international 

competition.  At these competitions, you can 

win medals etc. 

Our Club Levels or Star Ratings: 

When you join our club, you start with a One 

Star Rating.  After you have been awarded a 

certain amount of points you move up to the 

next level or rating.  You are required to 

have a certain amount of points and gold 

awards to move to the next star rating.  Our 

ratings are from One to Five Star Masters.  

More details will be given to you on 

enrolment as you will receive a copy of the 

club rules. 
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Awards: 

CERTIFICATE OF MERIT (COM): is the highest 

award = 5 points 

GOLD AWARD:  3 points 

SILVER AWARD: 2 points  

BRONZE AWARD: 1 point 

Set Subject for the Month: 

There is a set subject competition that is 
held each month.  The subject is a different 
topic each month and each member can 
enter one entry as an e- photograph.  The 
judge will pick a winning photo from the 1 - 
3-star workers and one winner from the 4 ς 
5-star workers.  The extra points will be 
added to your grading sheets. 

Photography Winners: 

Once all the photos have been displayed a 
winner will be selected by the judge for each 
star rating.  We send the winning photos to 
the Boksburg Advertiser for publication if 
they have space before publication. The 
winning images will also be published in the 
ŎƭǳōΩǎ ƴŜǿǎƭŜǘǘŜǊΣ {ƘǳǘǘŜǊƴŜǿǎ 

Certificates: 

Members are given Certificates for their 
GOLD, COM and winning photos which will 
be emailed to you. 
 
The Boksburg Camera Club committee 
members will be more than willing to help 
you should you have any further queries.  
We are all like-minded people who have a 
love and passion for photography.  This is a 
wonderful forum to be able to meet new 
people and to share your talents with people 
that want to learn. 
 

 

Our Website 
www.boksburgcameraclub.co.za 

http://www.boksburgcameraclub.co.za/
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Club Events and Birthday 
April 
1- Alan driver 

     Renee de Klerk 

4- Ronald Reeves 

12- Rietvlei outing- Postponed 

14- Andre Koekemoer 

15- Club evening- Cancelled 

21- Werner Jacobs 

25- Boksburg Camera Club Salon closing date 

 

 

May 
2- Esme Bruwer 

     Mariska van Niekerk 

9-10 Away trip to Clarens 

14- Erich Schober 

       Hennie Blignaut 

20- Club Evening 

28- Karl Seidel 

 

 

PSSA Salon Calendar 

11/4/2020 Edenvale PDI Salon 

18/4/2020 17th PSSA up and Coming Competition 

25/4/2020 Boksburg PDI Salon 

9/5/2020 Magalies Foto Fun Club PDI Salon 

23/5/2020 Paarl PDI Salon  
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Set subjects for 2020 

January- Splash 

February- Tabletop / Still life  

March- Reflections 

April- Macro / Extreme Close Up 

May- Colour - YELLOW 

June- Street Photography   

July- Evoke an Emotion 

August- Trains / Planes / Automobiles 

September- Angles and Curves 

October- Women 
November- Trophy evening 
January 2021- Sport: Excluding motorsport 
Set subject Definition and inspiration for April: Macro/Extreme close 

ups 

¢ƘŜ ǘŜǊƳ ΨŎƭƻǎŜ-ǳǇ ǇƘƻǘƻƎǊŀǇƘȅΩ Ƙŀǎ ƴƻ ǎŎƛŜƴǘƛŦƛŎ ŘŜŦƛƴƛǘƛƻƴΦ Lǘ is generally understood to 

ƳŜŀƴ ŀƴȅ ǇƘƻǘƻ ǘƘŀǘ ǎƘƻǿǎ ǘƘŜ ǎǳōƧŜŎǘ ŎƭƻǎŜǊ ŀƴŘ ƛƴ ƳƻǊŜ ŘŜǘŀƛƭ ǘƘŀƴ ǿŜΩǊŜ ǳǎŜŘ ǘƻ ǎŜŜƛƴƎ 

in everyday life. 

 

¢ƘŜ ǘŜǊƳ ΨƳŀŎǊƻ ǇƘƻǘƻƎǊŀǇƘȅΩ ƛǎ ƳƻǊŜ ǇǊƻǇŜǊƭȅ ŀǇǇƭƛŜŘ ǘƻ ǎƛǘǳŀǘƛƻƴǎ ǿƘŜǊŜ ǘƘŜ ƛƳŀƎŜ ǎƛȊŜ 

is equal to or greater than that of the subject. 

 

https://expertphotography.com/difference-between-macro-micro-and-close-up-

photography/
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Inspiration for April: Macro/ 

Extreme close ups 

 www.picmonkey.com/blog/macro-close-up-and-micro-photography-whats-the-diff  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

photography.tutsplus.com/articles/a-poor-mans-guide-to-budget-macro-photography--

photo-2857 
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Hillary K. Grigonis 

 

Hillary Grigonis / Digital Trends 
 
Adjusting aperture alone can only do so much to get sharp images with a wide depth of 
field τ sometimes, getting both point A and point B tack sharp in one shot is about as 
possible as a flying pig. This is particularly true for macro photography. But just like high-
dynamic-range composites use multiple exposures to capture an otherwise impossible 
range of light, theǊŜΩs a photographic trick that can capture impossibly sharp images: Focus 
stacking. Focus stacking is both a shooting and an editing technique that works together to 
ŎǊŜŀǘŜ ŀ ǎƘƻǘ ǘƘŀǘΩǎ ƳǳŎƘ ǎƘŀǊǇŜǊ ǘƘŀƴ ǘƘŜ ƻƴŜ ȅƻǳ ŎƻǳƭŘ ŀŎƘƛŜǾŜ ƛƴ ŎŀƳŜǊŀΣ ŀƴŘ ōŜȅƻƴŘ ŀ 
tripod and a copy of Adobe PhotoshopΣ ƛǘ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ ǊŜǉǳƛǊŜ ŀƴȅ ǎǇŜŎƛŀƭƛȊŜŘ ƎŜŀǊΦ 

Essentially, focus stacking can help you get a deeper depth of field without resorting to 
microscopic aperture sizes that can actually soften your image due to diffraction. It also 
allows you to maintain the blurred background of a large aperture, while keeping your 
subject completely in focus. In our sample photo, adjusting the aperture to get both rings 
sufficiently sharp resulted in losing the soft background. Focus stacking solved the problem 
ƛƴ ŀ ƳŀǘǘŜǊ ƻŦ ƳƛƴǳǘŜǎΦ IŜǊŜΩǎ Ƙƻǿ ȅƻǳ Ŏŀƴ ŀŎƘƛŜǾŜ ǘƘƛǎ ŜŦŦŜŎǘ ŦƻǊ ȅƻǳǊǎŜƭŦΦ 

https://www.digitaltrends.com/photography/adobe-lightroom-cc-lightroom-classic-max-2017/
https://www.cambridgeincolour.com/tutorials/depth-of-field.htm
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Diffraction
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¶ 1. ŦκнΦу ŎǊŜŀǘŜŘ ŀ ƴƛŎŜ ǎƻŦǘ ōŀŎƪƎǊƻǳƴŘΣ ōǳǘ ōƻǘƘ ǊƛƴƎǎ ŀǊŜƴΩǘ ǎƘŀǊǇΦ 
¶ 2. f/18 created sharp rings but lost the soft background. 

What is focus stacking? 

The technique plays with depth of field, which determines how much of the image is in 
focus. Focus stacking can be used in a number of different types of images, but the trick is 
most common for macro photography because getting up close creates a shallower depth 
of field (i.e., only a small portion of the image is sharp). 

Focus stacking merges multiple photos together that were taken at different focus 
distances. In the most basic sense, one image will focus on the closest point of the subject, 
the next in the middle, and the next on the farthest point τ although many more images 
may be used to fill in the gaps. When those photos are merged, the result is an image with 
a much deeper depth of field than the original. Focus stacking can be used if the scene is 
ǘƻƻ ŘŀǊƪ ŦƻǊ ŀ ƴŀǊǊƻǿ ŀǇŜǊǘǳǊŜΣ ƻǊ ǿƘŜƴ ŀ ƴŀǊǊƻǿ ŀǇŜǊǘǳǊŜ ǎǘƛƭƭ ƛǎƴΩǘ ŜƴƻǳƎƘ ǘƻ ŀŎƘƛŜǾŜ ŀ 
sufficient depth of field. 

https://icdn9.digitaltrends.com/image/digitaltrends/focusstacking-sample-1-3-1600x1065.jpg
https://icdn1.digitaltrends.com/image/digitaltrends/focusstacking-sample-1-2-1600x1065.jpg
https://www.digitaltrends.com/photography/what-is-depth-of-field/
https://www.slrlounge.com/aperture-guide-pt2-shallow-and-deep-depth-of-field/
https://www.slrlounge.com/aperture-guide-pt2-shallow-and-deep-depth-of-field/
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Some Panasonic cameras, including the Lumix GH5, can even do focus stacking in 
camera using the same 4K Photo mode that allows photographers to adjust focus after the 
shot. 

How to use focus stacking to get sharper shots 

1. Choose your scene and stabilize the camera. 

Focus stacking requires layering several images over each other τ ŀ ǘŀǎƪ ǘƘŀǘΩǎ ƳǳŎƘ ŜŀǎƛŜǊ 
ǘƻ Řƻ ǿƘŜƴ ȅƻǳǊ ŎŀƳŜǊŀ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ ƳƻǾŜ ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ ŦǊŀƳŜǎΦ LŘŜŀƭƭȅΣ ƻƴŎŜ ȅƻǳΩǾŜ ŘŜŎƛŘŜŘ ƻƴ 
your composition, you should set up a tripod to keep the camera in place. Any way you can 
keep the camera steady is fine, however τ in our example, the camera was resting on a 
table. 

Note that the editing process often requires slight crops, so compose the shot a little wider 
ǘƘŀƴ ȅƻǳΩŘ ƭƛƪŜ ǎƻ ȅƻǳ Ŏŀƴ ŀǾƻƛŘ ŎǊƻǇǇƛƴƎ ƻǳǘ ŀƴȅ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘ ŀǊŜŀǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƛƳŀƎŜΦ 

2. Set your exposure. 

!ƴȅ ǘƛƳŜ ȅƻǳ ŀǊŜ ƳŜǊƎƛƴƎ ǇƘƻǘƻǎ ǘƻƎŜǘƘŜǊΣ ȅƻǳ ŘƻƴΩǘ ǿŀƴǘ ǘƘŜ ŜȄǇƻǎǳǊŜ ǘƻ ŎƘŀƴƎŜ 
between shots (unless, of course, you are shooting HDR). Use manual exposure mode to 
keep the exposure consistent between shots. Merging the photos will be easier if you start 
with an aperture at least partially stopped down, to pull out as much depth of field as you 
initially can. Again, however, lighting and diffraction may limit this. 

On the other hand, if you want to keep the background as soft as possible, use a wide 
aperture and rely solely on focus stacking to add the extra sharpness τ Ƨǳǎǘ ƴƻǘŜ ȅƻǳΩƭƭ 
need to take more photos at more focus points to do this. You should also avoid auto white 
balance, as it may shift slightly from one exposure to the next. 

 

3. Focus on area No. 1 and shoot. 

With your camera secure and the exposure set, change your focus area to single-point 
autofocus so you can choose where the camera sets the focus. Focus on the frontmost part 
of the subject and take a photo. LŦ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ŎƻƳŦƻǊǘŀōƭŜ ǿƛǘƘ ƛǘΣ ǿŜ ǊŜŎƻƳƳŜƴŘ ǳǎƛƴƎ Ƴŀƴǳŀƭ 
focus and live view (where you can punch in on the preview image to check focus), which 
will give you even greater control. 

https://www.digitaltrends.com/digital-camera-reviews/panasonic-lumix-gh5-review/
https://www.panasonic.com/au/consumer/lumix-cameras-video-cameras/lumix-g-cameras-learn/article/let-s-try-post-focus/index.html
https://www.panasonic.com/au/consumer/lumix-cameras-video-cameras/lumix-g-cameras-learn/article/let-s-try-post-focus/index.html
https://www.digitaltrends.com/photography/best-tripods/
https://www.digitaltrends.com/photography/camera-autofocus-guide/
https://www.digitaltrends.com/photography/camera-autofocus-guide/
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4. Continue shooting, adjusting the focus each time. 

Next, repeat the previous step, moving the focal point each time, until you have photos 
ǿƛǘƘ ŜǾŜǊȅ ǎŜŎǘƛƻƴ ǎƘŀǊǇΦ ¢ƘŜ ƴǳƳōŜǊ ƻŦ ǎƘƻǘǎ ȅƻǳΩƭƭ ƴŜŜŘ ǘƻ ƳŜǊƎŜ ŘŜǇŜƴŘǎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǎǳōƧŜŎǘ 
and your aperture settings. Take a look at the previous shot, determine where the 
sharpness falls off, then place your focal point so that the sharp area will overlap with the 
previous sharp area (or, in manual focus, simply continue rotating the focus ring by a small 
ŀƳƻǳƴǘ ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ ŦǊŀƳŜǎύΦ LŦ ȅƻǳ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƻǾŜǊƭŀǇ ǘƘŜ ǎƘŀǊǇ ŀǊŜŀǎΣ ȅƻǳǊ Ŧƛƴŀƭ ƛƳŀƎŜ ŎƻǳƭŘ ƘŀǾŜ 
a sharpness that wanes in and out, so err on the side of taking too many photos rather than 
too few. 

https://icdn2.digitaltrends.com/image/digitaltrends/focusstacking-sample-3-2-1600x1065.jpg
https://icdn3.digitaltrends.com/image/digitaltrends/focusstacking-sample-2-2-1600x1065.jpg
https://icdn4.digitaltrends.com/image/digitaltrends/focusstacking-sample-1-4-1600x1065.jpg
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5. Open and align in Photoshop. 

Editing is where the magic happens τ ŀƴŘ ƳŜǊƎƛƴƎ ǘƘƻǎŜ ƛƳŀƎŜǎ ƛǎƴΩǘ ŀǎ ŎƻƳǇƭƛŎŀǘŜŘ ŀǎ ƛǘ 
sounds, thanks to a few automated tools. First, you need to open all the files as separate 
layers in Photoshop. The simplest way to do that is to go to File > Scripts > Load Files Into 
Stacks and choose your files in the pop-up window. Check the box that says to attempt to 
auto align images, since even with a tripod you can sometimes have slight offset between 
ǎƘƻǘǎΦ όLŦ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ŀƭǎƻ using Adobe Lightroom, you can select all the images, right click, and 
choose to open all the files in Photoshop. In the dialog box for stack options, select the box 
that says to include all the open files.) 

¸ƻǳ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ƴƻǿ ƘŀǾŜ ŀ ǎǘŀŎƪ ƻŦ ŀƭƛƎƴŜŘ ƛƳŀƎŜǎΦ bŜȄǘΣ ȅƻǳΩƭƭ ōƭŜƴŘ ǘƘŜƳ ǘƻƎŜǘƘŜǊΦ 

 

 

 

 

https://icdn5.digitaltrends.com/image/digitaltrends/focusstackinglayers-1600x923.jpg
https://downloads.digitaltrends.com/adobe-photoshop/windows
https://blogs.adobe.com/jkost/2010/01/loading_files_into_stacks.html
https://blogs.adobe.com/jkost/2010/01/loading_files_into_stacks.html
https://www.digitaltrends.com/photography/lightroom-cc-vs-lightroom-classic/
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6. Merge. 

There are multiple ways to merge your focus stack, an auto option τ which works most of 
the time τ and a manual option that offers more control. 

To let Photoshop automatically merge your images, go to Edit > Auto-Blend Layers. If you 
ƘŀǾŜ ǎƭƛƎƘǘ ǿƘƛǘŜ ǎǇŀŎŜǎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ŜŘƎŜǎ ȅƻǳ Ŏŀƴ ŎƘŜŎƪ ǘƘŜ ōƻȄ ǘƘŀǘ ǎŀȅǎ άŎƻƴǘŜƴǘ ŀǿŀǊŜ Ŧƛƭƭ 
ǘǊŀƴǎǇŀǊŜƴǘ ƛƳŀƎŜǎέ ƻǊ ȅƻǳ Ŏŀƴ ŎǊƻǇ ǘƘŜƳ ƭŀǘŜǊΦ !ƭǎƻ ŎƘŜŎƪ ǘƘŜ ōƻȄ ŦƻǊ ǎŜŀƳƭŜǎǎ ǘƻƴŜǎ ŀƴŘ 
colours and seleŎǘ ǘƘŜ άǎǘŀŎƪ ƛƳŀƎŜǎέ ƻǇǘƛƻƴ όƴƻǘ ǘƘŜ ǇŀƴƻǊŀƳŀύΦ  Click OK, wait 
for Photoshop to do its magic, and then voila! A sharp focus stack. 

{ƻƳŜǘƛƳŜǎΣ ƘƻǿŜǾŜǊΣ ǘƘŜ ŀǳǘƻ ƻǇǘƛƻƴ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ Ŏǳǘ ƛǘ τ as was this case in our example 
image. Because the bokeh in the background was created from an out-of-focus flame, it 
ǿŀǎ ŘƛŦŦŜǊŜƴǘ ƛƴ ŜǾŜǊȅ ŦǊŀƳŜΣ ŎǊŜŀǘƛƴƎ ǿƘŀǘΩǎ ŎŀƭƭŜŘ ƎƘƻǎǘƛƴƎ ǿƘŜǊŜ ǘƘŜ ƛƳŀƎŜǎ ŘƻƴΩǘ 
perfectly line up. To correct this, you can manually choose which portions of each layer to 
include in the final shot, rather than using the automated option. 

aŀƪŜ ǎǳǊŜ ǘƘŜ ƭŀȅŜǊǎ ŀǊŜ ŀƭƛƎƴŜŘ ǎƻ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ŦƻŎŀƭ Ǉƻƛƴǘ ǘƘŀǘΩǎ ǘƘŜ ŎƭƻǎŜǎǘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŎŀƳŜǊŀ ƛǎ 
ƻƴ ǘƻǇΦ bŜȄǘΣ ǳǎŜ ǘƘŜ ŜǊŀǎŜǊ ǘƻƻƭ ƻƴ ŜŀŎƘ ƭŀȅŜǊ ǘƻ ŜǊŀǎŜ ǘƘŜ ŀǊŜŀǎ ǘƘŀǘ ŀǊŜƴΩǘ ǎƘŀǊǇ ƛƴ ǘƘŀǘ 
photo but that are sharp in the next layer or layers. Then, move to the next layer and 
repeat. By selectively erasing portions of each layer, you can choose which portions of the 
image should remain sharp. If you get lost in all the layers, use the eye icon to remove other 
layers to see exactly what you are working on. 

hƴŎŜ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ƘŀǇǇȅ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ǊŜǎǳƭǘǎΣ ȅƻǳ Ŏŀƴ ƳŜǊƎŜ ǘƘŜ ƭŀȅŜǊǎ Řƻǿƴ ƛƴǘƻ ƻƴŜ ŦƛƭŜ ŀƴŘ 
continue with any other edits. To keep the colours consistent when exporting the file, check 
the boxes for SRGB and embed colour profile, otheǊǿƛǎŜ ǘƘŜ ƛƳŀƎŜΩǎ colours and exposure 
may appear a bit different when viewed on the web. 

Conclusion 

Focus stacking allows photographers to work around the limitations of depth of field and 
create images that would be impossible to capture otherwise. The technique is excellent for 
getting sharper macro shots but can also be used in other areas, including landscapes with 
a lot of range from foreground to background, where a small aperture may be undesirable 
due to diffraction. Focus stacking is an advanced technique, but thanks to modern tools, it 
ƛǎ ŀŎǘǳŀƭƭȅ ǇǊŜǘǘȅ Ŝŀǎȅ ǘƻ Ǉǳƭƭ ƻŦŦ ƛŦ ȅƻǳ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƳƛƴŘ ǇǳǘǘƛƴƎ ƛƴ ŀ ƭƛǘǘƭŜ ǘƛƳŜΦ 

 

https://helpx.adobe.com/photoshop/using/combine-images-auto-blend-layers.html
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Cell phone Winners- March 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

4-5 Star 

Jackie Cilliers 

Mykonos Wave Digital 

1-3 Star 

Arauna Bezuidenhout 

Blue eyed girl 

 



17 

 

Digital Winners- March 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1 Star 

Wouter Grey 

Regatta 2020 

 

2 Star 

Werner Jacobs 

Froggy 
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3 Star 

Ruzaan Blignaut 

Defeated 

4 Star 

Ronald Reeves 

Dazzling colours 
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5 Star 

Douglas Knight 

Who will look after us 

tomorrow 

Set Subject 

1-3 Star Winner 

Wouter Grey 

Dune Jumping 

 

 

 


