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Wow, so muchhas
happened since our
last club evening. The
Covid19 virus
pandemic has now hit
our shores and forced
our country into a
national lockdown,
forbidding any public
gatherings. This means that unfortunately
we have to cancel our April club meeting
and outing | sincerely hope this troubled
period does not have any negative effect @
you or your loved ones.

So,what to do photographically during this
lockdown period. There are many things th
one can photograph during this time in the
safety and comfort ofqur own home:

Garden Bird Photography

Bird photography at home can be as simp
as sitting in a lounge chair and firing away
until you get your shot. But really, you will
get as much out of your photography as Yy«
put into it. So careful planning is ggito go
a long way in getting those beautiful shots
even if it is in your own garden. Here are tl
basics of getting into garden bird
photography.

1. Attract the Birds You need to understang
what type d food the birds like and where
they like to hang out together

2. Establish Your LocatioThis can be as
simple as shooting from a window in your
home, or it could mean building a hide
somewhere in your garden near all the bes
perches and food

3. Createthe Setting Ensure that there are
places high enough for the bird perch and
survey its surroundings for danger. Add ar
intermediate perch before the food source
and have the food source at a reasonable
height in order to shoot your images. Light
important. Be very aware of your
backgrounds, as these will make or break
your final image. Getting the setup right is
large part of the final image

4.Set Up Your Equipmedt ¢ KS f S
necessarily need to have huge focal lengtt
Whatever your equipmentatripod is
essential and, if possible, a cable release ¢
your shutter set to timed release of two to
ten seconds in order to minimize camera
shake. Another vital action to ensure succt
IS to prefocus your camera, using the
manual focus setting, onwell-used perch
or branch, on the bird feeder, or on the
feeding platform you have set up. This
increases the chance of getting your shot.




5.Keep Shooting 52y Qi &1 A
shot. Just shoot as much as you can. The
at this stagas to get as many good shots a
possible. You can always crop the image
later, because you want good clear photos
of the birds

Macro Photography

Break away from the usual flowers, leaves
plants, mushrooms, bugs, butterflies, and
spiders All of those camake great close up
subjects, but certainly not unique ones. He
are a few macro photography project idea
that you can do during the lockdown at
home.

1.Cutlery. Knives, forks, and spoonan
make great macro subjects. Arrange like
pieces together to @ate lines and patterns.
2. FeathersFeathers are beautiful close uf
The central shaft creates a strong line whi
may be curved or straight, while the rest o
the feather provides a soft texture. Use bir
feathers that you find or pluck one out of
your down pillow or duvet!

3.Water droplets This one is a classic, but
be creative, and find your water on unusua
surfaces like a wire fence, a cobweb, or a
rear-view mirror. Early morning dew makes
almost any subject magical.

4. Glass. Close up photos ohé crystal
glassware4. can yield wonderful abstracts
filled with curved lines and reflections. For
added fun, place glasses side by side, or ¢
behind the other to create lines where they
overlap. You can fill the glasses with
colouredwater for even moe aeative
images. Finally, you can add a sheet of cleg
but textured glass (available for purchase
stained glass craft stores) in front of your
glassware. The possibilities are endless.

5. Foil reflections While you have your
glasses full ofolouredwater, why not pull
out a sheet of kitchen fbor some shiny
silver craft paper? Use your macro lens to
shoot down into the foil and capture the
reflections of thecolouredwater in its folds
and creases. This exercise is a tricky one
requires patience, but the results can be
very rewarding.

6. Fuit and vegetable® ¢ KS& QNXB
good for your diet! Fruit and vegetables
make great macro photography subjects. T
kernels of corn on the cob, citrus slices, or
go for more exotic fare like dragon fruit. Y¢
can place translucent slices on a lightldor
a clean, bright white background.

7. Rust and peeling painPeeling paint
graces old fences and walls. Most people
pass by such items without a second glang
Break out your macro lens, and reveal the
hidden beauty

8. Car detailsThe sleek lines ahiny
chrome and trim on a polished car can
provide hours of photographic
entertainment. You can photograph your
own car.

9. Animal bits The texture of fur on your
dog or cat. Paws, claws and teeth are fun,
too, Eyes always make compelling subject
Shoda close ups of the eyes of your dog or
cat (or a person!).

10. TissuesFor some high key abstracts, a
a really unusual subject, try photographing
tissue. With a little imagination, the lines
and shadows formed by the soft folds can
create some intrigiing mages.

For a bonus, take a fresh look at ordry
objects around your homsuch as light
bulbs,shoelacesbook pages, clothes pegs
straws, holiday ornaments, or pencils.
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Try to find interesting patterns, lines,
shapes, andolours and aeate a little close
up magic.

Tabletopphotography.5 2 I Of | &
fATSeéT /FyRESa 2N C

Portraits: do portraits of your pets, spouse,
childrenc whoever is under lock down with
you.

This is an ideal opportunity to practice and
experiment with all of the above.

| wish you all the best during the lock dowr
Remember that we are all only a phone cg
away for assistance and advice, and as us
keep those shutters clicking!




About Boksburg Camera Club

Here is a summary of what you can exjpec AWARD: Our judge for the evening will cal
see at our club meetings and hopefully itv 2 dziT 2y S 2F GKS F2f
explain some of the frequently aske Silver, Gold or COM Certificate of Merit.
guestions that we get at the club. Shot Each award has a specified point associa
you have any further queries please do r with the award.
hesitate to speak to one of our committe
members. SALON: A salon is a photograp
competition that members can enter. TF
competition is sometimes held by oth
Either the Chairman or the secretary W clyps or is a national or internationz
open the meeting and discuss the late competition. At these competitions, yacan
happenings and upcoming events. win medals etc.
The judge will then beintroduced, and
he/she will present a short lecture wit Our Club Levels or Star Ratings:
examples of his/lher own photos whe When you join our club, you start with a Ol
applicable. After this judgingfamages will Star Rating. After you have been awarde
AGF NI ¢KS LIR2AYda certain amount of points you move up to tr
{Af OSNE D2t R 2NJ / hinext level or rating. You are required
give you feedback on how your photos ¢ have a certain amount opoints and gold
be improved to obtain higher points i awards to move to the next star rating. O
future, where necessary. We will also bre ratings are from One to Five Star Maste
F 2 NJ & acdplehss fe&l fee o join us More details will be given to you o
after which judging will continue enrolment as you will receive a copy of
club rules.

Opening of the Meeting:

Definitions:

STAR: This indicates the level that the ¢
member is on. (For exampéeyou will start
as a One Star worker).



Awards:

CERTIFICATE OF MEROM): is the highe:
award= 5 points

GOLD AWARDBpoints

SILVER AWARDpoints

BRONZE AWARDpoint

Set Subject for the Month:

There is a set subject competition that
held each month. The subject is a differe
topic each month and each member c
enter one entry as an-ephotograph. The
judge will pick a winning photo from the 1
3-star workers and one winner from thed
5-star workers. The extra points will |
added to your grading sheets.

Photography Winners:

Once all the photos have been displayec
winner will be selected by the judder each
star rating. We send the winning photos
the Boksburg Advertiser for publication
they have space before publication. T
winning images will also be published in t
Of dzo Qa ySgaf SiidSNE

Certificates:

Members are given Certificas Dr their
GOLD, COM and winning photos which
be emailed to you.

The Boksburg Camera Club commit
members will be more than willing to he
you should you have any further querie
We are all likeminded people who have
love and passion for mliography. This is i
wonderful forum to be able to meet ne\
people and to share your talents with peog
that want to learn.

Our Website

www.boksbhurgcameraclub.co.za
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Set subjects for 2Q0

January Splash

February Tabletop / Stillife

March- Reflections

April- Macro / Extreme Close Up

May- Colour- YELLOW
June Street Photography \
July Evoke an Emotion

August Trains / Planes / Automobse
September Angles and Curves
October Women

November Trophy evening
January 2021Sport: Excluding motorsport

Set subject Definition and inspiration fépril: Macro/Extreme close
ups

¢ KS (S NILIWAKE 20253 NI LIKEé Q K I & isgéerally OndeSsyoadicF A O
YSIYy |ye LK2G2 GKI0 akKz2ga 0KS adzmeSoid Of
in everyday life.

¢KS GSNY WYIONR LK2G23INILKEQ A& Y2NB LNEP
Is equal to or greater than #t of the subject.

https://expertphotography.com/differencéoetweenmacromicro-and-closeup-
photography/



Inspiration forApril:Macro/
Extreme close ups

www.picmonkey.com/blog/macraeloseup-and-micro-photographywhatsthe-diff

photographytutsplus.com/articles/gpoor-mansguideto-budgetmacrophotography-
photo-2857

.......



How to use focus stacking
to get impossibly sharp photos

Hillary K. Grigonis

Hillary Grigonis / Digital Trends

Adjusting aperture alone can only do so much to get sharp images with a wide depth of
fieldt sometimes, gettindgpoth point A and point B tack sharp in one shot is about as
possible as a flying pig. This is particularly true for macro photography. But just like high
dynamicrange composites use multiple exposures to capture an otherwise impossible
range of light, th&lJS &photographic trick that can capture impossibly sharp images: Focus
stacking. Focus stacking is both a shooting and an editing technique that works together tc
ONBIFGS | akK2d GKIFdQa YdzZOK &Kl NLISN Ky
tripod and a copy ofidobe Photoshocs A G R2Say Qi NBIljdzA NS | yé&

Essentially, focus stacking can help youageteper depth of fielavithout resorting to
microscopic aperture sizes that can actually soften your imageio diffraction It also

allows you to maintain the blurred background of a large aperture, while keeping your
subject completely in focus. In our sample photo, adjusting the aperture to get both rings
sufficiently sharp resulted in losing the soft background. Focus staekived the problem

AY I YFGOSNI 2F YAydziSaod | SNBFQa K2g¢g e&2dz O
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https://www.digitaltrends.com/photography/adobe-lightroom-cc-lightroom-classic-max-2017/
https://www.cambridgeincolour.com/tutorials/depth-of-field.htm
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Diffraction

1

N

1.FkuHdy ONBFGSR | yAOS a2Fd o6 O1 ANR dzy R:
2./18 created sharpings butlost the soft background.

What is focus stacking?

The technique plays wittiepth of field which determines how much of the image is in

focus. Focus stacking can be used in a number of different types of images, but the trick is
most common for macro photography becaugstting up close creates shallower depth

of field (i.e., only a small portion of the image is sharp).

Focus stacking merges multiple photos togettiet were taken at different focus

distances. In the most basic sense, one image will focus on the closest point of the subject
the next in the middle, and the next on the farthest pointalthough many more images

may be used to fill in the gaps. Wherodephotos are merged, the result is an image with

a much deeper depth of field than the original. Focus stacking can be used if the scene is
G322 RIENJ] F2NJ I yIENNRG | LISNIdzNBZ 2N 6KSY
sufficient depth of fied.

11


https://icdn9.digitaltrends.com/image/digitaltrends/focusstacking-sample-1-3-1600x1065.jpg
https://icdn1.digitaltrends.com/image/digitaltrends/focusstacking-sample-1-2-1600x1065.jpg
https://www.digitaltrends.com/photography/what-is-depth-of-field/
https://www.slrlounge.com/aperture-guide-pt2-shallow-and-deep-depth-of-field/
https://www.slrlounge.com/aperture-guide-pt2-shallow-and-deep-depth-of-field/

Some Panasonic cameras; jcan even do
using the same 4K Photo mode that allows photographers to adjust focus after the
shot.

1. Choose your scene and stabilize thentera.

Focus stacking requires layering several images over eachother G &1 G KI G Q&
G2 R2 @6KSy @2dz2NJ OF YSN}Y R2SayQiu Y2¢0S 06Sis
your composition, you shoulsl to keep the camera in place. Any way you can
keep the camera steady is fine, howeverin our example, the camera was resting on a
table.

Note that the editing process often requires slight crops, so compose thteadittle wider
0KFYy @2dzQR fA1S a2 @e2dz Oy | @2AR ONRLILAY

2. Set your exposure.

lye GAYS @2dz NS YSNHAY3 LIK2G2a G23S4GKSN
between shots (unless, of course, you are shooting HDé®manual exposure mode to

keep the exposure consistent between shots. Merging the photos will be easier if you start
with an aperture at least partially stopped down, to pull out as much depth of field as you
initially can. Again, however, lighting adifraction may limit this.

On the other hand, if you want to keep the background as soft as possible, use a wide
aperture and rely solely on focus stacking to add the extra sharpne®siza & y 2 (1S @
need to take more photos at more focus points to st You should also avoid auto white
balance, as it may shift slightly from one exposure to the next.

3. Focus on area No. 1 and shoot.

With your camera secure and the exposure set, change your focus aseajte

S0 you can choose where the camera sets the focus. Focus on the frontmost par
of the subject and take aphott. ¥ & 2dzQNB O2YF2NI Il 6t S GAGK
focus and live view (where yaanpunch in on the preview image to check focus), which
will give you even greater control.

12


https://www.digitaltrends.com/digital-camera-reviews/panasonic-lumix-gh5-review/
https://www.panasonic.com/au/consumer/lumix-cameras-video-cameras/lumix-g-cameras-learn/article/let-s-try-post-focus/index.html
https://www.panasonic.com/au/consumer/lumix-cameras-video-cameras/lumix-g-cameras-learn/article/let-s-try-post-focus/index.html
https://www.digitaltrends.com/photography/best-tripods/
https://www.digitaltrends.com/photography/camera-autofocus-guide/
https://www.digitaltrends.com/photography/camera-autofocus-guide/

4. Continue shooting, adjusting the focus each time.

Next, repeat the previous step, movitige focal point each time, until you have photos
GAOUK SOSNE aSO0A2Yy aKI NI ¢KS ydzYoSN 27
and your aperture settings. Take a look at the previous shot, determine where the
sharpness falls off, then placewdocal point so that the sharp area will overlap with the
previous sharp area (or, in manual focus, simply continue rotating the focus ring by a small
' Y2dzy &G 0SG6SSy FTNIYSaovd LT €2dz R2y Qi 20S
a sharpnesshat wanes in and out, so err on the side of taking too many photos rather than
too few.

13


https://icdn2.digitaltrends.com/image/digitaltrends/focusstacking-sample-3-2-1600x1065.jpg
https://icdn3.digitaltrends.com/image/digitaltrends/focusstacking-sample-2-2-1600x1065.jpg
https://icdn4.digitaltrends.com/image/digitaltrends/focusstacking-sample-1-4-1600x1065.jpg
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5. Open and align in Photoshop.

Editing is where the magichappen YR YSNAAY 3 (K2aS AYlI 3ISA
sounds, thanks to a few automated tools. First, you need to open all the files as separate
layers inPhotoshop The simplest @y to do that is to go td-ile > Scripts >oad Files Into
Stacksand choose your files in the pap window. Check the box that says to attempt to
auto align inmges since even with a tripod you can sometimes have slight offset between
aK20ao 0 WwIngd®oz0iNBoojybuiah select all the images, right cliaig
choose to open all the files in Photoshop. In the dialog box for stack options, select the bo»
that says to include all the open files.)

2dz aK2dzf R y2¢ KIFI@S I adl O] 2F FftA3IYySR A

Adcbs Photostop OC 200
- wmtwemteew Wb h 2 3 2 T2 PHUR
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https://icdn5.digitaltrends.com/image/digitaltrends/focusstackinglayers-1600x923.jpg
https://downloads.digitaltrends.com/adobe-photoshop/windows
https://blogs.adobe.com/jkost/2010/01/loading_files_into_stacks.html
https://blogs.adobe.com/jkost/2010/01/loading_files_into_stacks.html
https://www.digitaltrends.com/photography/lightroom-cc-vs-lightroom-classic/

6. Merge.

There are multiplevays to merge your focus stack, an auto optiornwhichworks most of
the timet and a manual option that offers more control.

To let Photoshop automatically merge your images, gadib > df you
KIS at A3a3Kd gKAGS aLl 6Sa 2y (KS SR3ISaE &2
GNJ yALI NByd AYlFI3ISaé¢ 2Nl @2dz OFy ONRLI] G4KSY
coloursandseleD i (G KS Gadl O AYIl 3Sa&ClicROKivait2zy oy 2
for Photoshopto doits magic, and therwvoila! A sharp focustack

{2YSUAYS&Z K26SOSNE (K %swasihifcas? inJauk exampl® 2 S &

image. Because the bokeh in thedigound was created from an owtf-focus flame, it

gl a RAFTFSNBYG Ay SOSNE FTNIYS>E ONBFOGAYy3I ¢
perfectly line up. To correct this, you can manually choose which portions of each layer to

include in the final shotather than using the automated option.

al 1S adzNBE (0KS fF&SNE INBE FftA3IySR a2 GKI G

2y (2L bSEGEZ dzasS GKS SNIasSNI 22t 2y SI O
photo but that are sharp in 1 next layer or layers. Then, move to the next layer and

repeat. By selectively erasing portions of each layer, you can choose which portions of the
image should remain sharp. If you get lost in all the layers, use the eye icon to remove oth
layers to se exactly what you are working on.

hyOS @2dzQNB KI LR gAIK (GKS NBadzZ 0az @&2dz
continue with any other edits. To keep theloursconsistent when exporting the file, check
the boxes for SRGB and embedour profile,otheNB A & S ( K&ourkaxd edpSsQra
may appear a bit different when viewed on the web.

Focus stacking allows photographers to work around the limitations of depth of field and
create images that would be impossible to capture otherwidee technique is excellent for
getting sharper macro shots but can also be used in other areas, including landscapes witt
a lot of range from foreground to background, where a small aperture may be undesirable
due to diffraction. Focus stacking is an adwahtechnique, but thanks to modern tools, it

Ada | OGdzr ffée LINBOGGe Slhaeé (2 Lzt 2FF AT &
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https://helpx.adobe.com/photoshop/using/combine-images-auto-blend-layers.html
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Cell phone WinnerdMarch

= N4

1-3 Star
Arauna Bezuidenhout
Blue eyed girl

4-5 Star
Jackie Cilliers
Mykonos Wave Digital




Digital Winners March

™

1 Star
Wouter Grey 2 Star
Regatta 2020 Werner Jacobs




Ruzaan Blignaut
Defeated

4 Star
Ronald Reeves
Dazzling colours




5 Star
Douglas Knight
Who will look after us
tomorrow

Set Subject
1-3 Star Winner

Wouter Grey
Dune Jumping




